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A manifesto for the environment
Barnet Liberal Democrats’ programme for a green, clean, safe and
healthy community
On 5th May 2022 local people can vote for a fresh start.
The Conservative-run Council is letting Barnet down, and ignoring areas such as
Finchley that haven’t changed hands in decades. The urgency demanded by the climate
crisis has failed to capture the attention of both the Conservatives and Labour.
Barnet Liberal Democrats have an ambitious plan for our borough, centred on the
environment. We will stand up for Finchley, giving the area and others like it the
attention they deserve. And across the borough we will help to build a green, clean, safe
and healthy community.
Our priorities are summarised as follows:
1. A green community
Give climate change the focus it deserves. Pursue sustainable sources of energy.
Adopt a zero-waste approach to food and drink. Make our public spaces
somewhere we can all be proud of. Put the community at the heart of planning and
housing.
2. A clean community
Bring back brown bins, and commit to kerbside separation of recyclable waste. Take
pride in our natural waterways, and protect the air we breathe from the eﬀects of a
polluting incinerator.
3. A safe community
Tackle crime as a public health issue, to improve security on the doorstep and in the
community. Make cycling and walking safer and more inclusive. Champion the
diversity of our borough so everyone can participate in all it has to oﬀer.
4. A healthy community
Encourage active transport to and from school, and promote the beneﬁts of walking
more broadly. Secure a fair recovery for younger and older people who have been
hit hard by the pandemic. Promote energy-eﬃciency in homes to prevent ill-health.
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A green community
Labour and the Conservatives show indiﬀerence towards the green revolution needed
to tackle the Climate Emergency. The Liberal Democrats have a plan to go greener,
faster, and get Barnet ﬁt for the ﬁght against climate change.
● Give climate change the focus it deserves. We will declare a Climate Emergency on
Day 1 and will accelerate delivery of the borough’s Net Zero Strategy via an expanded
Environment, Clean Air and Sustainable Transport Committee. Leading from the
front, a Liberal Democrat Barnet will phase out diesel from the Council’s supply chain
and freight.
● Pursue sustainable sources of energy. We will help deliver the Mayor of London’s
plan to install 1 GW of solar power, and we will explore opportunities for
ground-source heat pumps as part of community energy projects. We will promote
the installation of air-source heat pumps and insulation in the home, and we will
raise awareness of the dangers of wood-burning stoves.
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● Adopt a zero-waste approach to food and drink. We will make Council facilities
promote food options that are better for the planet, and we will support businesses
in phasing out single-use plastic, for example by assisting them in rolling out
deposit-and-return cup schemes.
● Make the spaces in our estates somewhere we can all be proud of. We will stop
the Council holding communities to ransom - public realm improvements shouldn’t
be tied to the construction of unrealistic and disproportionate housing
developments. We will promote wildﬂower pocket gardens that increase biodiversity
and make places more pleasant, and play spaces too. We will encourage the
development of low carbon, high quality aﬀordable housing in areas where this is
realistic.
● Put the community at the heart of planning and housing. We will join the dots
between housing, health and social care to create healthy homes, with targeted
resources for insulation and a better deal for renters. And we will pursue a
community-led planning and consultation approach, so housing development does
not come at the expense of existing green spaces.
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A clean community
The Conservative-run Council has implemented unpopular changes to rubbish
collection that ignore the imperative to reduce, reuse and recycle. Barnet Liberal
Democrats will reduce waste elsewhere so we can spend money on the residents’
priorities that make our environment more pleasant.
● Bring back brown bins. We will reverse unpopular changes to collection of food and
garden waste, saving money and helping the environment.
● Kerbside separation of recyclables. We commit to, over the lifetime of the next
Council, stopping the burning of rubbish, and to meeting London-wide targets by
sending recyclable waste for processing rather than incineration.
● Take pride in our natural waterways. We will support local groups that look after
streams, rivers and surrounding parks.
● Cancel the Edmonton incinerator. We will step up the ﬁght, alongside neighbouring
boroughs, to cancel Labour’s polluting incinerator, including by making the case for
easier recycling.
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A safe community
For the Liberal Democrats, safety is about feeling secure on your doorstep and in your
community, and conﬁdent that society is doing everything it can to join the dots and
solve the root problems that can eventually surface in crime. Safety is deeply
intertwined with the environment. People must have better, safer alternatives to
driving, and Barnet Liberal Democrats will make it easier to walk, cycle and use public
transport. And we must be inclusive - all members of the community must feel safe
from discrimination so they can actively participate in society.
●

Tackle crime as a public health issue. We will develop an improved network of
services, across the Council, voluntary community and social enterprise, public
health and the police, that address the root causes of crime and help people feel
safe on their doorstep. We will give teeth to local plans and regeneration
strategies, so they can’t be undermined by harmful businesses such as slot
machine ‘dens’, which encourage antisocial behaviour and draw vulnerable
people into gambling addiction.

5

A manifesto for the environment | Barnet Liberal Democrats’ programme for the local elections 2022

●

Make cycling safer across Finchley. We will plan a network of segregated
lanes, to give cyclists more protection, ease congestion for drivers and improve
air quality for everyone. We will also explore improved cycle storage facilities that
ﬁt with local areas, such as bike hangars and hoops on lampposts.

●

Make streets better for walking. We will bring up the standard of pavements
so everyone can use them safely and comfortably. This includes better lighting to
improve visibility and consume less electricity; and greater accountability in
repairs. A Liberal Democrat Barnet will add more benches for the use of older
and pregnant people, and those with limited mobility - making streets more
welcoming.

●

Champion diversity and inclusion. We will promote initiatives that make all
members of the community feel safe from discrimination, so they can be active
participants in all Barnet has to oﬀer.
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A healthy community
The role of the environment in improving public health is undervalued by Labour and
the Conservatives. Barnet Liberal Democrats recognise how important green spaces
and energy-eﬃcient homes are in promoting healthy living.
● Encourage active transport to and from school. We will help schools work with
their neighbourhoods to create School Streets and other measures that encourage
pupils to travel by bus, bike or on foot.
● Promote the beneﬁts of walking. We will improve signage on Capital Ring routes,
to make the most of our green suburbs. We will fully implement the Community
Toilets Scheme, to promote local businesses’ role in a healthy and active community.
● Secure a fair recovery for young people from the pandemic. We will use funding
streams such as the Pupil Premium to address widening gaps in education outcomes.
We will work with mental health services and third-sector organisations to improve
mental wellbeing and prevent crises. We will support schools in improving air quality,
reducing airborne disease transmission and absence-rates.
● Make homes more energy-eﬃcient. We will help owners understand the eﬃciency
of their property and what needs to be done to stamp out cold and damp, including
what can be done at low cost for immediate impact. We will promote awareness of
the links between energy eﬃciency, health, and the cost of living.
● Reverse the impact of shielding. We will support the VCSE sector to help older
people hit by the mental and physical health consequences of shielding.
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Get in touch

chair@barnetlibdems.org.uk

Our website

barnetlibdems.org.uk

Twitter

@barnetlibdems

Facebook

@barnetlibdems
8

