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Lib Dem News
News & updates from the Barnet Liberal Democrats

Last Chance Saloon!
Golders Green
plan withdrawn

‘Last chance saloon’ was first applied to a saloon in Caldwell City, Kansas in 1869.
It was the last place to buy an alcoholic drink before heading off into Indian
territory, where the possession and sale of alcohol were forbidden.

It certainly seems a remarkably appropriate way of describing Britain’s
position re: Brexit!
As negotiations with the European Union enter another phase, more and more
horror stories emerge of the consequences of Britain withdrawing from the world’s
largest trading block.
War Memorial, Golders Green

Barnet Council had very little choice but
to withdraw its controversial planning
brief after massive opposition from
local people across the area.
The overall development would have
been totally out of scale with the
surrounding environment, created
horrendous traffic congestion, and
placed impossible demands on local
services, especially doctors’ surgeries and
schools. It might even have included a
huge tower block in the middle of Golders
Green, as well as proposing to roof over
the bus station and move the cenotaph.
Susette Palmer says she was mystified
why the proposals ever saw the light
of day. “It shows how out of touch this
Council is “.
Well done to an impressive team of
local residents who worked extremely
hard to mobilise such an effective and
successful resistance!

We are already dealing daily with the fastest food price inflation in years, caused
by the sharp devaluation of the pound as soon as the Referendum outcome was
known. We read of growing staff shortages among doctors and nurses in the NHS
as EU nationals react to the uncertainties caused by Brexit.
Growth in the British economy is slowing substantially, as businesses suspend investment in new plant because they cannot know the trading environment in which
they will operate. Farmers need to plan ahead, but cannot be sure if generous EU
subsidies which provide about half their income will continue after Brexit. No-one
in government knows whether vast new lorry parks will need to be built to deal with
a mass of checks and documentation which have long been totally unnecessary
within the Single Market / Customs Union.
Britain is approaching a vast upheaval which threatens our future prosperity, our
already pressured social services and our children’s and grand-children’s futures,
for what ? For what Lord Patten, former European Commissioner and Governor of
Hong Kong, describes as ‘ideological crap about sovereignty and taking back control’
The news from Brussels is disturbing, to say the very least. It is becoming more
difficult by the day to believe that any kind of remotely acceptable package will
emerge. This package, whatever it is, must be put to Parliament, and the Liberal
Democrats alone of the major parties, insist that a second referendum must be held
to give the British people as a whole a chance to vote on whatever package
has emerged from the negotiating process.
And just in case you wondered, the saloon came to an untimely end in 1874 when
it was burnt down by a posse who thought some outlaws had holed up in the saloon!

Vince Cable’s
Ambitions
For Our Country
To build a better Britain we need to give
people power over the decisions which
affect their lives, including Brexit.
We need to build an economy which is
successful, and gives everyone a chance.
We need properly funded and effective
public services, we need to hold out the
hope of a better future for young people,
and we need to fix Britain’s broken politics
to give everyone an equal say.

For Our Party
We seek to set Britain on a path which
is fair, free and open.
I want the Liberal Democrats to be at the
heart of a mass movement, securing electoral
success at all levels of government, to make
our country more liberal and more democratic.
I will particularly target membership growth
- we should aim to overtake the Conservative
Party in numbers.
We will value cooperation with other parties
at the grassroots - as we already do with
The Greens in some local areas.
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Help us win
in Barnet!

With the local elections only eight months away, we urgently
need more helpers.
We’re actively campaigning in our target wards - Childs Hill,
Mill Hill and Underhill.
Please contact your ward organiser, check out our website
or like our Facebook page.
NW11

Monroe Palmer monroe@barnetlibdems.org.uk

NW7

Richard Logue richardjlogue@gmail.com

EN5

Duncan MacDonald duncan@barnetlibdems.org.uk

Upcoming Events
Liberal Democrats Autumn Conference
Bournemouth
16-19 September 2017

Barnet Borough Liberal Democrats
Annual General Meeting
St Paul’s Church Hall
50 Long Lane N3 1PU
Tuesday 28th November 7:45pm

All members welcome

News from
our Councillor

Council meetings held under the Cabinet
system were often a charade - with the
leader being asked planted questions.
Under the ‘new’ system back benchers
quiz the Leader and Committee Chairs,
following a familiar pattern with Tory
councillors submitting what seem to be
planted questions.
At a recent meeting, the Chair of
Children, Education, Libraries and
Safeguarding seemed to ask himself a
question. This was on the lines of asking
the Leader what the Council is doing
to secure more funding for schools.
The Leader’s reply was worthy of the
Delphic oracle - ‘There has been much
private lobbying’ - Leading Councillors
to conclude that the Chair of Education
was himself in the dark!
But the Chair of Children & Safeguarding
has problems of his own. His department
has been savaged by a recent Ofsted
inspection. Ofsted judge childrens’
services in Barnet to be inadequate.
The report makes for grim reading - too
many services for children and young
people are poor. The Chair only survived
a vote of no confidence courtesy of the
Mayor’s casting vote.
Some (most) Conservative councillors in
Barnet are paid a special responsibility
allowance. Shame they do not take
responsibility and resign when things go
badly wrong!

